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Ban-Doh: The Most Authentic Taiwanese Eating Experience

Grade Class Name No. Score

Paragraphs 1-2

Taking part in a student exchange program has really opened my eyes to the cultural
ldifferences between my country and Taiwan. One of the most memorable parts of my trip was
when my host family invited me to a wedding banquet in Kaohsiung.

2Upon arriving at the banquet, | soon realized 3that it was totally different from what Id
expected. Back in the US, banquets are usually held in large dining halls. This one, “on the other
hand, was taking place right out in the street! Put up to shelter all the guests from the fierce sun, a
huge tent occupied nearly half the street. However, none of the pedestrians or the people in passing
vehicles looked like they cared. Under the tent, guests sat at large round tables, chatting cheerfully.
At one end of this temporary tent, there were cooks and assistants working energetically to prepare
platters of °delicious-looking food.
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These counterfeit bills look the same as real ones. Only a professional could tell

them.
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the first episode of the TV series, I became a fan of the

leading actor and actress.
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Seeing the tears on my father’s cheeks, I suddenly ( ) he was

proud of me.
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On the one hand, I prefer living in the suburbs and having a big space, but

, I don’t want to spend too much time commuting.

5. delicious-looking Ry & 7455 » fael /720y adj.-V-ing » It V-ing R EVE Eh&d
look/smell/sound %% - [l EE 5 ZAVHE & 455 A good-looking (47-EHY ) /sweet-
smelling (35&HY) % -

o MLFEREE — MBI s e b frayst s MERs@ht 2 nREsR -
Once the actor appeared at the meet-and-greet event, his hardcore fans
all screamed in excitement.
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After working at a kindergarten all day long, Lisa ( ) being a teacher

was totally different from what she had imagined. Her mom had told her that
dreams and reality are cruel. She didn’t know the true meaning of

this idea until that day. she went home, she called her boss and

told him she was quitting.
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On the one hand, I like this candle, but

, | feel guilty about spending so much money today. To buy or not to buy?

Paragraph 3

®Being quite curious about_how this fascinating custom of “open-air” banquets had come
about, I asked my host parents. The host father explained that this kind of banquet, known as a “ban-
doh” in Taiwanese, originated in the countryside. ’In the old days, when people gathered for a
special event such as a wedding or an elder’s birthday, everyone in the neighborhood would
cooperate to arrange a ban-doh. The host would prepare all the ingredients for the meal, and the
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neighbors would help out. 8Some would do the cooking, while others might provide tables, chairs,
and eating utensils or assist in other ways. They would then all relax and enjoy the banquet together.
The ban-doh back then was all about enjoying °a sense of community and togetherness.
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Andrew agricultural science, so he has made up his

mind to choose it as his college major.
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, when cellphones or telephones didn’t exist,

people had to communicate with people in other places by telegrams.
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students like to study in cafés, while like to study in quieter

places.
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Can a person who has no at all be a professional

tour guide?
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After staying in a quarantine hotel for two weeks, I

how other people have spent such a boring time.
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I am glad that I am part of the school volleyball team, which gives me
. We are like a big family. Every time | feel depressed,
members support me by writing cards, and tell jokes to make me happy.

Paragraph 4

My host mother added that °toward the end of the banquet, the host would ‘provide
containers for the guests to pack up the leftovers and take them home. Since it was usually late and
dark when the guests started leaving, the host would also often hand out torches to them to help light
their way home. 1?Seeing lines of people strolling home **with torches and bags of food in their
hands is something that older folks in Taiwan still remember. Although some aspects of the ban-
doh have changed in modern times, the spirit of gathering together to have fun has always remained.
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the award ceremony, the two competing

athletes exchanged jersey in a true display of sportsmanship.
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This brochure a lot of useful information tourists about the

must-sees and must-buys in the city.
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What’s wrong with Dad today? | an argument with

the neighbor this morning.
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The shoplifter was caught by the clerk

candies and cookies.

(] MteF

(e LBt - 5 B MR 20t 7 — S Bl 6L o JEERAEAY IR - DIENIZ
HANBE U T EEERER LR RAEE E -

the promotion sale, the clerks

some free samples customers. The store was so crowded that no one a lady
a basket to the floor suddenly.
Paragraph 5

Having *the chance to experience this fascinating event, | feel truly lucky. It is the first story
that | will ®share with my friends and family when they ask me about my student exchange
experience in Taiwan.
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Those who have completed the university preparation program will

be admitted to this department first.
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The legendary musician hoped to her life story the younger

generation by writing an autobiography.
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Winning a scholarship gave me
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and broaden my horizons. I now want to pay the kindness forward and what I’ve
learned disadvantaged students.
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Paragraph 1

Opening

A wedding banquet in Kaohsiung opened an exchange student’s eyes to cultural differences.

Paragraph 2

Present

The banquet is totally different from those in the US. Instead of being held in a dining hall, the
banguet took place in the street, with guests chatting cheerfully and cooks preparing food under a
huge tent.

Paragraph 3

Past

The banquet tradition, known as “ban-doh” in Taiwanese, originated in the countryside. To celebrate
special events, people got together and enjoyed a sense of community.

Paragraph 4

Spirit

Some aspects of the ban-doh have changed with the passage of time, but the spirit of togetherness
remains the same.

Paragraph 5

Conclusion

The exchange student considered the ban-doh the most special experience that he could share with
others back home.
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