Here is the preface of Nick Foster’s new book Married to Food.

Preface

My mother was lousy at cooking. To her, cooking was more like an exciting
experiment. You put some of this and some of that in a pot, and you wait and see what
will happen. “No experiments, no experiences.” is what she would say when her
experiment did not turn out good, and I heard that a lot.

My father was a good cook, and he loved to cook, too. He often said that he got
my mother to marry him with a table of delicious food, not with a beautiful ring. “A
family needs only one good cook,” he said.

Now I am a cook myself. And I have my own restaurant. I learned how to cook

from my father, of course. From him, I learned the art of cooking. But I did learn one

thing from my mother. It’s her famous saying : “No experiments, no experiences.”
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() 1. What does it mean when someone is lousy at something?

(A) They are famous for it.
(B) They cannot do it well.
(C) They think it is important.

(D) They are not interested in it.




I had a horrendous experience last Saturday.

That day, my family went camping near a
big lake. While my parents were preparing
dinner, my brother and I were playing by the

lake. A dirty man appeared from somewhere,

and his face was half covered by his hair. He

walked to us and asked for some water.

When I gave him water, the bag he carried dropped, and things inside fell out on
the grass. I saw a rope, a knife, and a baseball bat. The strangest thing was that there
were also a woman’s shoe and a ring, and I’m sure they were not his. The man quickly
put all his things back in the bag and looked at us angrily. At that moment, the picture
of a man the police was looking for came to my mind. He was the crazy killer! I was
so afraid that I could not move at all.

Luckily, before he could get any closer, my mom shouted from far away, and the

man hurried off into the dark.
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() 1.How do people feel when they experience something horrendous?
(A) Angry.
(B) Sad.
(C) Scared.
(D) Tired.

This unit is inspired by Chere Lin, a renowned English teacher.




